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Chapter Two: Looking Forward

Moderator:
Frederick Steiner, FASLA, FAAR , Dean, School of Architecture at The University of Texas at Austin
Oil & Water

According to the Regional Plan Association, most of the nation’s future population and economic
growth is expected to occur in eleven megaregions, that is, large networks of metropolitan regions.
Houston is the only city to fall into two megaregions—the Texas Triangle and the Gulf Coast—and with
an abundance of oil and water in both, the city faces considerable opportunities and significant
challenges ahead.

While the presence of oil typically brings wealth and economic strength to a region, the detrimental
impacts of the environmental costs associated with extracting it from the ground and the boom and bust
cycles caused by its ever-fluctuating prices can be equally taxing. Water, too, poses its own problems—
overabundances cause flooding while shortages leave large areas drought-stricken for long periods of
time. Poor land-use and design decisions only serve .9(t)-6 —



For Houston, the creation of an entirely new botanic garden offers a unique opportunity to acknowledge

this traditional role, but redefine it for the 21t --

Within this context West 8's Master Plan for the Houston Botanic Garden aims to transform
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