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Opening Remarks 

Why are we talking about courage and design today? What role does courage play within the design 
practices of 
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Three Perspectives on Leading with Landscape Architecture 
 
Lisa Switkin, Senior Principal, James Corner Field Operations  
 
Cohabitation: imagining and designing a new urban nature  
 
The concept of aesthetic quality in nature as distinct from beauty was developed in the 18th Century, 
expressing an appreciation and fear of irregular and uncontrollable forms of nature (or turbulent 
nature), as opposed to beauty as a pleasurable experience.  
 
Today, humans continue to have an evolving relationship with nature, and beauty. Nature is no longer 
being defined or perceived as untouched wilderness, yet it is not widely understood as “designed” 
either. Turbulent nature is more omnipresent than ever with the effects of climate change, and beauty 
is easily dismissed as superfluous.  
 
I would like to argue that as our natural and built world becomes more and more interwoven, a new 
urban nature is forming -- providing a significant opportunity to expand and redefine beauty and our 
relationship to nature…and in the process, invent a new urban nature of cohabitation that conflates the 
two.  
 
As designers of the built environment, landscape architects are uniquely qualified to contribute to the 
collective, collaborative and multi-disciplinary action that is necessary to mitigate and adapt to climate 
change. Now and looking to the future, our work needs to foster environmental health and resilience; 
social interaction and public wellbeing; and connection to place and community in order to function and 
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Brooklyn Bridge Park’s first sections opened in 2010.  After a decade of ecosystem-inspired design and 
ecological management, the lessons of this landscape are apparent: constructed habitat can work.    
 
The Park’s saltmarshes effectively mitigated flood waters during Hurricane Sandy, and now contain 
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largely attributed to loss of habitat and use of pesticides. Our designed and managed landscapes are too 
often scrubbed of habitat and doused with pesticides. 
 
THE SOLUTION IS IN OUR HANDS 
 
Birds need 70% native plants to maintain healthy populations (Tallamy et al, PNAS Nov 2018). If every 
landscape design includes 2 native plants for every three on the plan, and prohibits the use of pesticides, 
that goal is met. Every landscape that does not meet these simple criteria is effectively a food desert and 
contributes to biodiversity loss. There is enough land within our control to give birds (and bees, and 
butterflies) the habitat they need to make a comeback. Even small properties can play important roles 
when they join with others to connect larger protected areas. 
 
WHAT IS TWO THIRDS FOR THE BIRDS? 


