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Longue Vue House and Gardens
Mute Victims of Katrina: Four Louisiana Landscapes at Risk

Longue Vue House and Gardens is an internationally recognized historic house 
museum and gardens that has provided unique and vital resources to the greater 
New Orleans community for the past 25 years. Longue Vueôs magnificent grounds 
are a product of the Country Place Era that flourished from the 1890s until the 
Great Depression.. Longue Vue was designated as a National Historic Landmark 
in 2005, accredited by the American Association of Museums in 1986 and listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places in 1991. The Longue Vue property is 
collaborative tour-de-force, combining the landscape and interiors of landscape 
architect Ellen Biddle Shipman , the architectural genius of William and Geoffrey 
Platt, and the horticultural knowledge of Caroline Dormon. The house is an 
extraordinary example of the Classical Revival style and one of the last great 
houses of the American Architectural Renaissance. Longue Vue is considered to 
be the master residential work of William and Geoffrey Platt and the masterwork 
of Ellen Biddle Shipmanðonce called ñthe dean of American women in landscape 
architecture.ò 

HISTORY

Edgar and Edith Stern married in June 1921. During their engagement (as Mrs. Stern recalled in a 1978 interview), she and 
Mr. Stern were dining at the New Orleans Country Club, and he asked where she wanted to live. She gestured vaguely in the 
direction of present day Longue Vue. The area was undeveloped and unfashionable at the time (near the cemeteries, but not 

N E W  O R L E A N S ,  L O U I S I A N A



Landslide /



Landslide / Spotlight on the Garden

4HE�#ULTURAL�,ANDSCAPE�&OUNDATION

Shipman era, were retained.
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Come to New Orleans and help Longue Vue to replant. 

With only one garden staff member on site at this time, ñpeople powerò is greatly needed! Continuity, history and commit-
ment are essential for stability. Amidst the devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina, visitors will still ýnd serenity, beauty 
and inspiration. Where better to ýnd peace of mind than in the lovely setting of Longue Vueôs gardens? 

Underwrite the salary of a gardener for one year. 

This would help both our gardens and our operating budget! The yearly cost to employ a gardener is $30,000, including 
beneýts. 

Donate funds to purchase plants and garden materials, repair hardscape, and rebuild our fountain pump system. You can 
purchase plants for Longue Vue from an extensive list on their website. 

Educate, educate, educate everyone you know about Longue Vueôs historic gardens and encourage them to visit Longue 
Vueôs website.

Further Reading

Tankard, Judith B. The Gardens of Ellen Biddle Shipman. Sagaponack, NY: Sagapress, in association with the 
Library of American Landscape History, 1996. 

Site Address

Longue Vue House & Gardens 
7 Bamboo Road
New Orleans , LA 70124 

www.longuevue.com 
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