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An Olmsted Brothers Country Place Estate

The 1916 Olmsted Brothers master plan by James Dawson retained and 
enhanced many of the Dunn Gardens site’s natural features, including its large 
stands of second-growth Douglas Firs and its sweeping views of Puget Sound 
and the Olympic Mountains. The major current threat is to the forest, the primary 
feature lending historic integrity to the site, which is in decline due to age. The 
removal of trees in the neighborhood, and subsequent exposure to the elements 
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the property, as they understand its historic value and welcome public enjoyment of the gardens. Due to the efforts of the 
Trust and the Dunn family, the Dunn Gardens is among the few Olmsted-designed Country Place estates extant and open 
for public view and enjoyment. Northwest garden societies and educational institutions teaching garden design, history of 
landscape gardens, and historic preservation consider the Dunn Gardens as a valuable resource.

The Dunn Gardens was listed on the National Register of Historic Properties, with local importance, in 1991. Based on 
research conducted by members of the garden conservation committee, a case is being prepared for regional or national 
importance. The listing was initially granted based on the relatively intact quality of the original Olmsted landscape plan from 
1916 and its implementation by Arthur Dunn during his lifetime through 1945. Also significant in this historic landscape are 
the Edward Dunn woodland garden and plant collections, the Noel Hoggson-designed perennial border, and Fujitaro Kubota’s 
Japanese garden.

THE  THREAT

The Dunn Gardens faces three primary threats to its integrity: subdivision, off-site forest removal, and the loss of trees 
(on- and off-site) due to age. Combined, these three factors could alter both the site’s spatial character and its on-site 
microclimate. 

Subdivision

Like many country place estates across the country, the Dunn Gardens has been altered -- and will continue to be threatened 
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