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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF IOWA 

CENTERAL DIVISION 
 

 
 
MARY MISS 
 
Plaintiff 
 
v.  
 
 
TEMPORARY 

RESTRAINING 
ORDER ; EXPEDITED 

RELIEF REQUESTED  -   
AND  

COMPLAINT  

 
 
COMES NOW, the Plaintiff, by and through the undersigned, and in support of her 
application for a temporary restraining order and complaint upon the merits, states as 
follows: 
 

PARTIES, JURISDICTION AND VENUE 
 

1. Plaintiff Mary Miss is a nationally renowned artist and is a resident of New York. 

2. Defendant Edmundson Art Center, Inc., d/b/a Des Moines Art Center 

(hereinafter “Art Center”), is an Iowa 504 Domestic Non-Profit organization, with 

its principal place of business in Des Moines, Polk County, Iowa. 

3. Jurisdiction and venue are proper in Polk County, Iowa, as it is where the 

Defendant can be said to reside, the Plaintiff and Defendant are the parties to a 

contract that contemplates performance in Polk County, and the subject of the 

contract is an existing art installation located in Des Moines, Polk County, Iowa. 

4. The Court has exclusive jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 

1338(a) with respect to the claims arising under the Visual Arts Rights Act of 

1990 (17 U.S.C. § 106A) [hereinafter “VARA”], and supplemental jurisdiction 

with respect to the common law claims pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367(a). 
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40. Plaintiff prays, given the singular nature of the Project, the resulting irreparable 

harm that will arise from its destruction, and the impending commencement of 

its destruction, that this Court enter a Temporary Restraining Order without 

notice. 

41. 
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VERIFICATION PURSUANT TO F.R.C.P. 65 (b)(1)(A) 
 
My name is Mary Miss and I am the Plaintiff in the above captioned action.  I have 
reviewed the application and complaint and I swear and affirm it is true and accurate to 
the best of my belief. 
 
 
 
Date:________      ____________________ 
        Mary Miss. 

Apr 4, 2024
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